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Large Group - On 5 We Jive Chant  

Note:  This fluency activity anticipates the need for students to be comfortable rote counting to 5 before counting 5 
objects in Topic E.  

1, 2, tie my shoe (act out tying shoe). 

3, 4, close the door (act out closing a door). 

On 5, we jive (count 5 fingers and shake hips). 

On 5, we jive (count 5 fingers and shake hips).  

Repeat chant. 

 

Small Group - Application Problem 

Working with a group of 4-6 students, hold up a dot card showing 1, 2, or 3 (one at a 

time) and ask the students, “Which number matches these dots?”  Have students find 

the matching number card and hold it up.  Make sure to tell them the number so they 

can hear the number and visualize 1, 2, or 3 dots while they are matching the 

numeral.  Ask students to then look around the classroom for numerals.  Ask them to 

match the numeral with the number of objects that were counted if they can. 

 

Small Group  - Concept Introduction  

Working with a group of 4-6 students: 

1. Display the numerals 1, 2, and 3. 

2. Roll the die and ask students, “How many dots do you see?” 

3. Example after students respond:  

 Touch and chorally count each dot, “1, 2, 3.”  

 Have students point to the matching numeral. 

 Have students count as you lay down 3 puffballs. 

 Ask students, “How many puffballs are in this group?”  Lead 
them to respond, “There are 3 puffballs.” 

 Count out 3 sticks to match the 3 puffballs. 

4. Repeat Steps 2–3.   

5. Guide students to see that what is the same about the dots, the 
group of puffballs, and the group of sticks is the number 3; the 
number 3 tells how many objects are in each group. 

 Support - Some students may struggle to create a group of 3.  
Invite them to place their puffballs directly on top of the dots on 
the die as they count, placing one puffball on each dot.  

 Challenge - Challenge students who are ready by adding in 
numerals.  Put numerals and dot configurations on their die, or 
provide foam numerals for them to match to their quantities. 
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Small Group - Learning Center 
 

After you introduce the concept (steps 1-5 above): 

 Pair students and send them to tables with a tray.   

 Instruct students to take turns rolling the die, counting how 
many, and making groups with the same number of puffballs 
and sticks. 

 Instruct students to point to the matching numeral.   

 Encourage students to ask and answer how many questions.   

 Check that the number in each group matches the dot 
configuration and numeral, and that students are moving their 
puffballs and sticks into new groups as they count. 

 

Listen for misconceptions or misunderstandings. Use any combination of the questions below to help students express 
ideas, make connections, use new vocabulary, and explore new concepts.  

 What tools did we use to count in our lesson today? 

 How did you know how many puffballs or sticks to put in a group? 

 I’m showing some fingers.  Who can ask a how many question 
about my number of fingers? 

 

Extend this activity by varying the materials. Students will enjoy making a group of legos or other classroom materials! 

Challenge pairs of students to share responsibilities (I roll a 3, you go choose 3 blocks and bring them to the table, I 
count to see if the group matches the numeral). 
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